
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH3690 June 27, 2001
using dangerous pesticides such as
DDT and Parathyon in their fields.

Dolores Huerta has also been visible
in the political spectrum. As a legisla-
tive advocate for the labor movement,
she has led farm worker campaigns and
various political causes. In fact, she is
probably most remembered standing
beside Robert F. Kennedy as he ac-
knowledged her help in winning the
1968 California Democratic presidential
primary moments before he was shot in
Los Angeles.

She has also worked tirelessly to
make sure that all people, including
those that only speak Spanish, have
the opportunity to be heard. She has
helped to establish Spanish language
radio communications organizations
with five Spanish radio stations, and
has participated in numerous protests
to highlight the plight of farm workers
throughout the country. Although
most of those demonstrations were
peaceful, Dolores Huerta herself has
endured physical harm and more than
20 arrests for peacefully exercising her
right of free speech.

Her dedication to farm workers and
people of color across America has
earned her numerous accolades, includ-
ing the American Civil Liberties Union
Roger Baldwin Medal of Liberty
Award, the Eugene Debs Foundation
Outstanding American Award, the Ellis
Island’s Medal of Freedom Award, and
induction into the National Women’s
Hall of Fame.

Today, my colleagues, we have the
opportunity to honor Dolores Huerta,
not only for her unwavering dedication
to farm workers but to her commit-
ment to creating a better environment
for all Americans. This resolution that
I am presenting today marks the first
time in recorded history that Congress
has chosen to honor a Latina labor
leader. I urge all my colleagues to sup-
port this resolution.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Mrs. JONES) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. JONES of Ohio addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island (Mr.
LANGEVIN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. LANGEVIN addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, as my
colleagues may know, tragically mil-
lions of American citizens cannot af-
ford the outrageously high costs of pre-
scription drugs in this country. Some

of these people die, others suffer, and
still others take money from their food
budgets or other basic necessities of
life to buy the life-sustaining drugs
that their doctors prescribe.

Tragically, and I think many of us
are fully aware of this now, citizens of
the United States pay by far, not even
close, the highest prices in the world
for prescription drugs. Some of us have
taken our constituents across the Ca-
nadian border, others have gone over
the Mexican border and have found, for
example, that tamoxifen, a widely-pre-
scribed breast cancer drug, sells in
Canada for one-tenth of the price, one-
tenth of the price that it sells in the
United States. And this is for women
who are struggling for their lives.

But it is not only Canada that has
lower prescription drug prices. For
every $1 spent in the United States for
a prescription drug, those same drugs
are purchased in Switzerland for 65
cents, the United Kingdom for 64 cents,
France for 51 cents, and Italy for 49
cents. Meanwhile, year after year the
pharmaceutical industry appears at the
top of the charts in terms of profits.
Last year, for example, the ten major
drug companies earned $26 billion in
profits while millions of Americans are
unable to afford the products that they
produce.

Now, why is it that prescription
drugs in this country are so much more
expensive than they are in any other
industrialized country? I think the an-
swer is obvious. The pharmaceutical
industry is perhaps the most powerful
political force in Washington and has
spent, unbelievably, over $200 million
in the last 3 years on campaign con-
tributions, on lobbying, and on polit-
ical advertising.

b 1900

Amazingly, the drug companies have
almost 300 paid lobbyists knocking on
our doors in Washington, D.C. to make
certain that Congress does not lower
the cost of prescription drugs, and to
make certain that their profits remain
extraordinarily high.

Year after year senior citizens
throughout this country and those
with chronic illnesses cry out for pre-
scription drug reform and lower prices,
but their cries go unheeded as the
pharmaceutical industry and their lob-
byists defeat all efforts to lower prices.

This year it is my hope and my ex-
pectation that it is going to be dif-
ferent and that we are finally going to
succeed, not only in passing a prescrip-
tion drug benefit under Medicare, but
lowering prescription drug costs for all
people.

Last year this Congress in a bipar-
tisan manner passed legislation that
promised the American people that
they would be able to buy prescription
drugs at the same low prices as con-
sumers in other countries through a
drug reimportation program. In the
House, the Crowley reimportation
amendment won by the overwhelming
vote of 363–12. Unfortunately, at the

end of a long legislative process, loop-
holes were put into the amendment
that made it ineffective. While the law
remains on the books, it has not been
implemented by either the Clinton ad-
ministration or the Bush administra-
tion.

In an increasingly globalized econ-
omy where we import food and other
products from all over the world, it is
incomprehensible that pharmacists and
prescription drug distributors are un-
able to import or reimport FDA safety
approved drugs that were manufac-
tured in FDA approved facilities.

Mr. Speaker, tomorrow as part of the
agriculture appropriations bill, the
gentlewoman from Connecticut (Ms.
DELAURO) and the gentleman from New
York (Mr. CROWLEY) and I will intro-
duce essentially what the Crowley bill
was that passed overwhelmingly last
year.

Despite huge opposition from the
pharmaceutical industry, I am con-
fident that Congress will stand up and
vote to begin the process to lower pre-
scription drug costs in this country.

As Dr. David A. Kessler, former FDA
Commissioner under President Bush
and President Clinton stated in support
of reimportation last year, ‘‘I believe
U.S. licensed pharmacists and whole-
salers who know how drugs need to be
stored and handled, and who would be
importing them under the strict over-
sight of the FDA, are well-positioned
to safely import quality products rath-
er than having American consumers do
this on their own.’’ That is Dr. David
Kessler.

Mr. Speaker, I hope tomorrow will
win an overwhelming victory for pre-
scription drug consumers in this coun-
try.

f

LIFT MEDICAID CAPS IN U.S.
TERRITORIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KENNEDY of Minnesota). Under a pre-
vious order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Guam (Mr. UNDERWOOD) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, a
couple of speakers this evening have
talked about the need to improve
health care for all American citizens,
the most recent speaker talking about
prescription drugs, and earlier my col-
league talking about a real Patients’
Bill of Rights.

This evening I would like to raise an-
other issue, and that is lifting of the
Medicaid caps for the Territories of the
United States, including my home Is-
land of Guam.

At the start of this Congress, I, along
with other territorial delegates from
the Virgin Islands, America Samoa,
and the Resident Commissioner of
Puerto Rico, introduced a bill, H.R. 48,
to remove caps on Medicaid payments
to the U.S. territories and adjust the
statutory matching rate. H.R. 48 is au-
thored by my esteem colleague, the
gentlewoman from the Virgin Islands
(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN), formerly a prac-
ticing physician there.
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